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[Adams's] merits. ... The Consequence is that his ears are shut to his best real friends & open to Flatterers, to Time servers & even to some Jacobins." '
Adams, the scholar and statesman, but never the politician, was the last man to harmonize these differences. And Hamilton proved to be as inept as Adams.
After the President had dispatched the second mission to France, Hamilton's followers, including Adams s Cabinet, began intriguing in a furtive and vicious fashion to replace him with some other Federalist at the ensuing election. While, therefore, the ^resident, as a personal matter, was more than justified in dismissing McHenry and Pickering (and Wolcott also2), he chose a fatal moment for the blow; as a matter of political strategy he should have struck sooner or not at all.
At this late hour the great party task and duty of the President was, by any and every honorable means, to unite all Federalist factions for the im-pending battle with the eager, powerful, and disciplined Republicans. Frank and fuU conference, tolerance, and conciliation, were the methods now required. These might not have succeeded, but at least they would not have irritated still more the ragged edges of party dissension. Not only did the exasperated President take the opposite course, but his manner and conduct were acid instead of ointment to the raw and angry wounds.3
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